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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 


I seem to have misplaced a few records - so if you think your account 
is too low, and especially if you've sent me money recently - let me know 


and, 2°22. shi ist. And if I've put you on the "owes money" list above and 
you really don't - I'm sorry. And let Greg know so he sends you # 47. 
Thanx. 


This issue is a little late for a number of reasons. First, Greg's 
was a little late, so people writing zines started a little later than they 
might have, Second, Tullio and I were in Chicago the week before the 
deadline visiting my relatives. Third, we are preparing to leave for 
Florida a week from now to visit his relatives. And last, but never least, 
we're trying to prepare as much as possible for Ishercon since, as usual, 
we'll be getting back home a day before the party starts. All these 
excuses are meant to be an explanation, but most of all an apology. We do 
try to keep this somewhat close to on time even through all our minor 
crises in the rest of our lives, but sometimes it just doesn't work out 
that way. 


Well the deadline is fast approaching - the real deadline that is. If 
your name is listed above, now is the time to take action - either with 
money or a zine (and from a few of you - both!). You've been given fair 
warning, so you'll have only yorself to blame if you're dropped. And if 
you don't want to be in the Apa any longer, that's fine too - drop either 
me or Greg a line to let us know so we won't feel so guilty. I don't like 
having to drop friends from the roster, and you're all friends. So give us 
a break and decide if you really want to stay in the Apa - and if you do, 
do what's needed to insure that you'll get the next issue. 


That's all for now - have a happy holiday. If I don't see you at 


Ishercon, I'll be thinking of you. 
GTB 
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++++AT HOME ON THE RANGE++++ 
SHEILA groves 

335 Sagamore Drive 
Rochester N.Y. 14617 


inDu 


SAVE THE SEALS 


jouyd33 


November 15, 1986 

Greetings! Having just read APA-TECH#45 

I am inspired to peck out another submission. 
I dug out the Green Peace stickers in honor 
of their more confrontational sister group 
based in Canada SEA SHEPHERDS. S.S. has 
taken responsibility for the sinking of two 
Icelandic whaleing ships this last week. 


GREENPEACE 


+ F19eYs: 
si ADO 
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SAVE THE SEALS 
a1Sew wou. 


G.C.A. Corp. recieved 54 million dollars from RE 

a group called Hallwood Assoc. to keep them GREENPEACE 
afloat for a while...i,e. I still have a job--but people are leaving 
for other posisions at the rate of one or two a week. 


RANGE-WARS-- I broke my own best time at Pin shooting this week. 
That is five bowling pins at 25 feet in 7.49 secs. The best run 
of the night was a State Trooper who did it in 3.7 secs. That 
time is as good as National Competition. People win thousands of 
dollars shooting bowling pins every year--this was started by the 
guy who invented and promoted the SECOND! CHANCE bullet proof vest. 
His product demonstration was to shoot himself in the chest and 
turn swiftly to shoot five bowling pins in order to prove that the 
vest worked so well that he was not even stunned and could return 
fire instantly on five targets. A bowling pin is roughly the size 
of the prime "kill" area-- head (center) throat, sternum. 

I did not fare so well at an IPSC shoot last weekend. Those are 
the ones you may have seen that train you not to shoot hostages 
with targets that turn toward you and away and require instant 
shoot/ no-shoot decisions. We had to run the course under almost 
dark, one hand only stipulations--arg. 


PAINT-WARS-- I was asked to play splattball and accepted even 
though my last experience at the game was mostly negative. In 
March of 1984 a Dorsai Con was held in Rochester and a large . 
number of fans played against more experienced mundanes. We got 
creamed. This time however I had a year of pistol shooting under 
my belt and was far calmer under fire. I emerged from the fray 
unscathed and with several enemy kills to my credit. Several male 
opposition players rued their comment of " ...it's 0.K. to go for 
the red flag, there's only a girl left..." 


++++COMENTS ON APA TECHS # 44 and #45++++ 

to Bill Leininger: RE: "Offices that over look North Dakota..." 

I come from three generations of North Dakotaians (Dakotites?) 
Uncle Owen has miles of wheat fields surrounding cement rectangles 
fenced off by 20 ft. high fences...very tall cows. 

p.s. "DEATH BEFORE YOGURT’ 111" 


New Book Titles: _THE HETERODYNE BOYS AND THE TALKING TOYS 


Do you want me to sit 


Ly 

in a corner and rust ‘¢ 

or just fall apart fa 

where I'm standing? = ra 

& 

Bese tig SAVETHEANTARCTIC™ 
General 2¢ worth: Re: First Words 


mine was "Co-Coa" SAVE THE 
foreshadow of a life time addiction to chocolate. WHALES 


TO Donna P. :Re: Cuckoo's Egg I liked it too. 
Re: Fertility, try copulating in 
the light of the full moon. 


To Guy Consolmalno (sp?) RE: Rites of Passage 
Catholic girls start much too 
late. Attitudes on Bi-sexual 


behavior why limit your options? ‘ 


GREENPEACE 
General Comment: RE: RUG Rats = Se 
Or, "...I've got those sour formula on = ee a: 
my shoulder blues..." Its not all cute Would fit save you 
stuffed animals and painting the nursry & lot of time 


+..exhaustion and wondering why as soon 

as the infant male organ is exposed to ig I just gave wp aun) 
room temperature air i.e. during that went mad mow? 
critical moment between diapers--- 7 > 
its fountian of the youth time??? 


Reproduction...all those messy details that are glossed over when 
they hand out those "You Are A Woman Now", pamphlets in grammer 
school, along with dire warnings to read these in secret and hide 
them from the boySesssre. 
We were playing ask Dr. Ruth at work...and a married male 23 year 
old co worker confessed that he didn't know how the pill worked 
and he did not want to ask his wife who takes them.....to fill 
him in on the particulars... 

I did not know the details of male workings until I saw a NOVA 
program which through the miracle of fiber optics explored the 
territory. Interesting trivia like approx. 700 ft. of tubeing 

is contained in that mysterious organ "the family jewels". 
The cowpers gland packs a little lunch for those millions of 
intrepid travelers on what is for most of them a suicide mission 
into the hazardous acidic environment beyond what the Japanese 
euphemistically refer to as the jade gate. 


Rocky Rococo at your cervex........(Nick Danger Third Eye) 


To Linda Struwe: Enjoyed your description of life in the East. 
Did you have a Shinto wedding? 

When I was living in London the food was so bad 
all of us American students would get misty eyed 
karemembering home food. That MASH episode where 
‘they order Ribs had a lot of truth in it. 


S 
Up, 
& 
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TO Capn. Al : National Geographic's pictures of Woods Hole 
Oceanigraphic Institutes Alvin got me to wondering 
how you are. Write. 


To Barry Gehm; In APA-Tech #44 you chastise and castigate the 
multitudes for spelling, grammer, syntex etc. 
I trust my offerings of run on sentences will 
keep your red pen flowing. I throw myself on 
the mercy of the court. Love, She 


BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB made me an offer I could not refuse. 
Four books--four bucks and just read their newsleter six 
months...The P.B.S. series that I raved about last apa is 
called: _THE DAY THE UNIVERSE CHANGED episode one was called 
WHAT WE ARE my mistake. B.O.1.M. Club is offering the compan- 
ion book. They got me! Aaaaaarrrrg, 


To Skiffington Higgins: REV. TED. is leaving his post as Pres. 
of Notee Dame.....What do you think of 
Bishop Hunthausin's struggle against 
the HOLY SEE ? Reminisent of the Middle 
Ages...Will we see the founding of THE 
FIRST REFORMED CATHOLIC CHURCH OF SEATTLE? 


benedicite(SP) sheila 


“That settles it, Carll ... From now on, you're = - 
getting only decaffelnated coffee!" . ‘Late again! ... This better be good! 
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AMORPHOUS ABSTRACTIONS 


Guy Wicker 
30437 Fairfax 
Southfield, Mi 48076 
313-647-1820 


I just got my Mac plus this week, but I'm still typing this on my 
IBM. I think this may be the case for quite some time. I'm not as 
impressed with the Mac as I thought I would be. Maybe its because 
I'm spoiled by multiple floppy disk drives and a hard drive. Two 
things I immediately noticed were that the Mac doesn't let you 
abort when you make a mistake (I can't live without control-c, or 
an escape key) and the Mac-Plus doesn't necessarily verify the 
things it does to your disks. This can make one quite paranoid. 
As for the much touted user friendliness; I've gotten very tired of 
having a smiling face come up on the screen to say "Sorry, I can't 
do that", without telling me why and without any reference to look 
it up. It isn't that the Mac doesn't require the extensive 
documentation of other computers, its just that they don’t provide 
you with it. Things might get better in time, but for now, I don't 
like it. And I still can't find surplus Mac parts! 


The reason I got it is to serve as a development tool for my music 
synthesizer. I am finally making progress in that. I have a 12.5 
MHz 68020 chip and I'm using it for the controller. It will 
initially have 8 Megabytes of RAM and I'll expand that to 64 Meg as 
soon as I get it all working. No, this isn't a small system. 


The new idea at ECD (developing products instead of engaging in 
weird scientific experimentation) has been successful. Investors 
are flocking in to support a new company: Ovonic Imaging Systems. 


I am the manager of computer engineering at the new company. I 
guess that's a promotion. I'd rather go back to doing weird 
scientific experimentation. I'm still hanging around because I 


think things may change for the better once money starts flowing in 
again. 


I am trying to organize a Berzerker in Houghton on July 31. The 
reasons are: Chris Cloutier and I have a High School reunion to go 
to that weekend; the Permanent Floating Riot Club has become less 
aware of GT lately; several people have expressed an interest in a 
camping Berzerker; there are very few people there so you can blow 
things up without anyone caring; and there are neat things to see 
and find. Things to see are; lots of waterfalls, Mountains and 
Lake Superior. Things to find are rocks. The Copper Country area 
is one of the most interesting geological regions in the world, 
with abundant native copper, silver, gold and rare minerals. The 
weather there is excellent at that time of year, usually in the 
high 70's and dry. Let me know what you all think of the idea and 
whether you think you can make it. 


MAILING COMMENTS 


Rod - I can see it now; huge concrete fusion power plants 
dotting the lunar surface. 


Linda - You can get anpan, Japanese bean paste filled doughnuts, 
right in Chicago. 2324 S. Elmhurst, Mt. Prospect. There 
is a sort of pizza dish in Japan. I think it's called 
okonomi yaki. 


Guy (no confusion as to which one) - You seem like an awfully 
happy computer user for someone with a Mac. Maybe after 
I get used to it... 


Bill L. - I found the Mac schematic place in a back issue of 
MacWorld. 
Roxanne ~- The best SF/Fantasy in the Scriptures is in esoteric 


texts. Things like the Kabbalah, the Pseudepigrapha, 
the Apocrypha, and the Gnostic works. Most of this 
stuff isn't promoted by the church because of 

it's fantastic nature. 


Barry - Why am I the only one who took advantage of Lee's Berzerker 
twice? 


Bonnie - So that was what was on our finger at Windycon. 
he he - um, sorry. I hope I didn't hurt it at the bizarre. 


Greg - I think the once a month Apa is working well for me. 
This is the second issue in a row that I've contributed to! 


Lee - What kind of price can you get on 2000 256K, 120ns DRAMS? 
This hobby of mine is getting to be expensive! 
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Letter from Easton 


guy consolmagno 
200 high street 


easton, pa 18042 


This is just going to be a fast APA, 
since I am squeezed badly for time and I 
don't have last month's apa in front of 
me. 


First off, even without specific com- 
ments rest assured that I read everything 
in the apa and enjoy it a Jot and I do 
Wish I had it here so I could carry on 
same of the conversations that I have 
with myself whenever I read other peo- 
ples’ issues. Mostly what stuck in my 
mind this past month was appreciation 
of the apa from Japan. Sigh, to think 
that a couple of years ago I had the priv- 
ilege of writing from an exotic clime: I 
am envious! We do have an internation- 
al flair to this apa--we now need acorre- 
spondent from Australia, Antarctica, 
and South America to complete things. 
Also one from Mars, maybe. 


Life in Japan sounds a Jot like life in 
Nairobi in many ways--full of friendly 
people whom one cannot understand 
(even when you do understand the lan- 
guage) and feeling homesick for all the 
homely things of life--M&M's were 
what I craved the most, and I nearly 
Went wild when they started importing 
Snickers bars (at $1 a candy bar, and I 
was only getting paid $7 a day!) 


Question--how would you rate the Japa- 
nese’ self-confidence level? In Africa, I 
was surrounded by bright people who 
constantly "defeated" themselves (their 
word for it) by not having enough self 
confidence. A friend of mine, Cliff 
Stoll, who spent about a year in the 
PRC at Purple Mountain Observatory, 
felt that the Chinese had the opposite 
problem, having so much self- 
confidence that they didn't recognize 
what they still had to learn. In America, 
of course, we manage to be insufferably 
cocky and insecure at the same time. 
How are the Japanese? 


And Greg... who was the friend at JPL 
who showed you the pictures of Miran- 
da? And how do they calculate the num- 
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ber of times it has been reassembled? And has this 
been published anywhere? The only statistical work 
T've seen in print was about the odds of Something the 
size of the Saturnian satellites being reassembled, and 
the rough size you'd expect the fragments to be: that 
Was in the book Saturn, and the paper was mine, 
which is why ! don't believe a word of it. But if some- 
body who knows what they're doing has done the 
problem right, I'd love to know about it. 


Unfortunately, JPLers are notorious for only publish- 
ing grey literature. (I.e. they'll pass around teprints or 
Preprints of their work to other falks at JPL without 
Going to the effort of getting them published in a refer- 
eed, readily accessible journal.) Iused to get criticized 
for not using some of their results, which turned out to 
have never been published... very frustrating. 


Help! In February I have volunteered to give atalk to 
local high school teachers on the topic "The Future of 
NASA after Challenger". What the hell am I going ta 
say? Most of my informed and uninformed Opinions 
come from old issues of APA-Tech! And I don't have 
4 complete set (I left them all in Nairobi). Other arti- 
cles have appeared , including a rather worthless one in 
Technology Review (by my old mentor John Lewis) 
and a surprisingly good one in arecent New Yorker... 


So--if you have any ideas, opinions, or secret know!- 
edge that I might be interested in, please let me know. 
If you have published such in past issues of the APA, 
send me a copy! And if you know of any good articles 
Tshould read, pass along that info, too. 


My talk should roughly cover: A. What the hell is 
NASA supposed to be, and historically what has it 
been? And how did it get to be that way? 

B. How did Challenger happen, and what's being 
done to correct it, and will itbe enough? 

C. What will NASA really do in the next ten years; 
what does it want to do: what do we think it ought to 
do? Should we build a Space station, and what're the 
odds it'll fly? Is unmanned space exploration worth 
the money right now? Will we ever teally mine aster- 
oids, or is that just another unfounded fantasy? Etc. 

D. When will private industry take over space? 

E. What does it matter to high school teachers in Eas- 
ton? 


end < merry chriatmea to all 


TRANSPORTER 
TOPICS 


Rodford E. Smith 
730 Cline St. 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
(502) 227-7741 


Number 41 


I had hoped by now to be typing this with the new version of 
Scribble!, which has a spell checker. Unfortunately, when I went to 
the computer store yesterday they had sold all their copies! Same with 
the new operating system for the Amiga. So I guess you’1l have to put 
up with my typoes for at least one more episode. 

x * * 

My novel is coming along. I am now well into chapter eight. An 
author 1 know has given me the name of a publisher, and the editor in 
charge, which he says is desperate for hard science fiction, so I 
should have a good shot at having it accepted. 

The actual writing has been an educational experience. I have 
learned a lot about plotting and characterization, as well as how to 
balance description and action. I am just glad that I now have a word 
processor, since if I discover I have forgotten something (a common 
occurrence, given my memory) I can just go back and add it. I have 
also learned that I can type something faster from scratch than from 
notes. 

* * * 

From what I understand, Commodore has given up on versions 1.2 
and 1.3 of their new operating system and have come out with 2.2. It 
is a complete set of three disks, with an new Kickstart, Workbench and 
Extras. 

Of special interest to Greg, there is a public domain program 
called Gravitation which plots orbits. You set the initial mass, 
position and velocity vector of up to three bodies (maybe more; I 
haven't played with it much yet? and the computer takes it from there. 
The same guy who wrote this had an article on the same sort of thing 
in the January issue of Scientific American. I don’t know the language 
it is written in so I can’t say how difficult it wold be to modify, 
put if you want a copy just send me a blank disk. 

* * * 

Have any of you been watching the new animated show, Galaxy 
Rangers? I can’t say much for the genre of the space western, but 
someone working on this has been doing their research. Their FTL drive 
is referred to as a "Hyperspace Shunt" and their medical units as 
“autodocs.” Other gadgets used in the show are also right out of 
common SF or technical usage. They do need better story editing, 
though, since the continuity and quality are very uneven. While most 
of the shows are so-so, a few are terrible and a few are quite good. 
They also tend to try and tell too big a story for the half-hour 
format. 

On a related subject, have any of you been watching The Real 
Ghostbusters? The plots aren’t all that great but the animation and 
characterization are quite good. There is also a lot of humor. 

* * * 

We are starting tests in karate class the last Saturday in 
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November. Since I don’t go up for fourth black for another year and a 
half I have usually been supervising those other students who don’t 
test this time. The youngsters involved have been a great source of 
frustration. Would you believe a nine-year-old who dosen't know left 
rom right? And then there the adults with more enthusiasm than 
control. One guy in particular has the habit of tapping rather hard in 
the two-man forms of the kicks. You tell him to go easy and he grins, 
nods and does the same thing again next time. He once caught me in the 
groin with a front snap kick. I looked at him for a moment, then said 
(with admirable control) "A little higher and not so hard.” The things 
I do for art. 
x * * 
Mailing Comments 

Shal: Looks like you just might have been right about going to 
monthly. * I would love to do a cover. Unfortunately, I am not an 
artist. 

Sheila Groves: There are many people in this country who would 
claim that your shooting three times a week proves that you are a 
hard-core radical. * If you think Conclave is great, you ought to try 
Concave, held at Cave City, just outside Mamoth Cave national park. 
Great food. * I am the oldest in our regular gaming group (being 31), 
yet I act nearly the youngest. Part of this may be from the fact that 
T am the only one of the group who is in good shape. 

Linda Struwe Matsushita: If I am right about the pronunciation of 
“Matsushita” the "i" is nearly silent. Right? * Other countries can be 
deceptive, especially if you make the wrong assumptions about then. 
People think of Brittain as being very similar to the US, but it 
isn’t. For instance, they live in a managed ecology. There are no 
insect pests. They do have Kentucky Fried Chicken, though. ¥ I have 
often noticed strange English sentences on signs and computer displays 
in Japanese shows. Sometimes they are nonsense, sometimes jokes and 
sometimes convey legitimate information. * In Karate (at least, in our 
style), up to fifth black is awarded through testing and from sixth to 
tenth for contributions to the art. * I'll reprint=that paper if I x 
ever find it. I think it is in my mother’s attic. *"There iS an 
interesting program being shown on educational TV, called “The Story 
of English” which goes into the origin of the language and all it's 
variants. * 

Guy Consolmagno: See my comments on age above. * Re. Yr. Cmnt. 
Roxanne: I didn’t realize, last issue, that the person I am refering 
to as an Ogre may also provide clues as to the true nature of the 
“giants in the earth.” * It is strange how the human eye and 
photographs see different things through a telescope. Neither is 
better than the other; they compliment each other. * 

Barry: You would think that Techies would have a better backup 
lighting system than a pair of flashlights. Maybe 1'11 have to reprint 
here a "Joy of High Tech” article on artificial lighting. * I fondly 
remember jungle gyms. Most fans, being a little low on inhibitions, 
tend to still like playing on them. I’m very fast on the overhead bars 
(easy when you’re built like a gibbon). * Have you thought about 
franchising the "Bear and Billy Show"? It would not only make you 
money and fame but allow you to attend more cons, if only by proxy. * 
Your comments to Roxanne about aliens being someone from the other 
Side of the river reminds me of a discussion in the pages of 
Lexfanzine a couple of years ago on how legends of elves, dwarves and 
fairies might have been sparked by the reaction of the rather insular 
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people in medieval european villages to those from far away (i.e. more 
than a few miles) who looked “different”. * 

Bonnie: You really have to be carefull with those violent sports. 
Seriously, no one in our Karate class has ever been more than slightly 
hurt in class, but several have been temporarilly disabled playing 
such games as softball. You do know that moderate exercise helps speed 
healing, don't you? Something about increasing the blood supply. * See 
my comments above about teaching children. * 

Bill-Aitch: Re. Yr. Cmnt. Donna: "shoveling pitchblende into the 
radium furnaces”... Loved it! You a Flash Gordon serial fan? * Re. Yr 
Cmnt. Me: Haven't you heard that opposites attract? On the other hand, 
we may be so opposit that at our next meeting we will mutually 
anhilate each other. * 

Guy Wicker: Early work done on ion drives used vaporized mercury 
as the reaction mass. * Re. Yr. Cmnt. Donna: I have used extensively 
four word processors and tend to get confused by the degree of 
similarity between them. I will do something that works fine on one 
with another and have no problem, then try something else from the 
first WP on the second and have either no reaction or the wrong one. 
On the other hand, it could be worse. I believe I have mentioned 
before about my system operator friend and how he knows so many 
languages he has to leave notes on the comment lines of programs as to 
what it was written in. * 

Greg Ruffa: Every time you write "Flight Mechanics” I have this 
mental picture of people in coveralls working on an airliner. Now, if 
it were named "Flight Dynamics"... * Considering that there have been 
so few major developements related to the aerospace industry in the 
last twenty years (composites probably being the biggie) I can 
understand why we are using old designs for rockets. You just keep on 
with what you know works, tweaking it a bit here and there to get a 
little better performance. * I enjoyed that bit about the YB-49. Also 
your "alternate universe images.” * An article in the late, much 
lamented Science Won statistics stated that there are so many things 
happening in the average life that it is no surprise that some of them 
appear connected when they aren't. Since most of -us“in this APA lead 
very complex lives (or is that compound complex?) the number of 
coincidental connections must be larger for us than most. * 
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A contribution to ApaTech #46, December 1, 1984, by Roxanne Meida Shields, 
who resides at 4309 Drowfield Drive, Trotwood, Ohio 45426 (513) 837-4165 
This issue is copyright 1984 by the author. 


Well, I missed ConClave. My boss and I are equally to blame. She is 
to blame for not telling me all of what she wanted done on a particular 
Project, and my fault for not getting everything she could possibly want 
ready. As a result I had to go in to finish some work she hadn't told me 
she wanted until the Monday before, work that ultimately took 10 hours to 
finish. 

I missed Windycon also. Rumor is I didn’t miss much. Gh, well. 


The place I work at moved on November 15. Instead of being a twenty 
minute bus ride, it is now a thirty minute (on good days) drive to the 
southern extremity of the Dayton Metropolitan Area. Another fifteen miles 
(or sa) and you‘re in the northern extremity of the Cincinnati Metropolitan 
Area. Several of our new employees have spouses that work in Cincinnati. 

At present we're still about half moved in. The problems are all 
related to poor space planning. This is what happens when accountants try 
to design workspaces. They have had a little input from professional 
interior design people, but the result is the same as whenever you have “a 
little" input on anything. Plus we have lots of people trying to influence 
the decisions and no one willing to accept responsibility for the end 
result. 


In order to travel back and forth to work, we acquired another new car. 
This one is a 1987 Cavalier station wagon. It is bright blue with a black 
bumper with a red stripe down the side. It is the super deluxe version of 
the Cavalier, called the "RS" package, so they were very nice and put my 
initials on the side. It gets about 24 mpg going back and forth to work, 
which seems horrible after the Nova, which gets at least 35 mpg, but is 
pretty good for a station wagon with automatic transmission. 

We are feeling a little guilty about our conspicuous consumption this 
year, but not too guilty. We will be able to itemize our deductions though. 
I expect we'll get audited for sure. We stand to make about eight times our 
1985 income this year, That’s what we get for getting aut of college and 
getting real jobs. 


By the way, my title comes from an argument we had at Thanksgiving. Do 
we really live north or south of the Mason-Dixon line? Finally we looked it 
up. The Mason-Dixon line is the state line between Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land. We couldn't find a reference (in the house) telling us the latitude 
of the Line. So we found a city that appeared to be an it--Wilmington, 
Delaware, at 39°44’ N 75° 32' W. Dayton is at 39° 45'N 84° 11‘W. Close 
enough for government work, as they say, since 1‘ of latitude is about 1.15 
miles, 


See You ar Lsuer ! 


Koxanat 
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Mailing comments on Issue #44: 


Borborygmus--My dictionary doesn’t list it, and I’m not sure I want to 

know.//0.K., So we can’t name cur future son David William Michael 
Shields, even though three names for kids is “in" agains This is not the 
first time. It was "in" in the mid-1800's, and again in the 1910's. 1 
suspect it reflects the nameing trends of "in" people, and especially 
British royalty (though any royalty will do). Monarchies were “out" during 
the last Royal Baby Boom (1949-1964), so it didn’t particularly affect our 
generation, but it will our children’s. 

Re yr ct Eric: "...try ten years of grad school." Really? Ten years? 
You originally graduated when you were twenty? Wow! 

Re yr ct Bonnie: It has been my experience that you guys generally 
bitch and complain about the lack of women in GT, but do nothing about it. 
You somehow expect us women to invite our friends along, and they'll do 
fine. You want me to describe my co-workers some more? Or bring them to 
the next con? I didn't think so. 

Re the Great Polar Bear Dispute: i seem to remember that panda “bears” 
are related to raccoons. Okay, so if raccoons are related to panda bears 
and panda bears and polar bears are related (well, they‘re only different 
from polar bears by a mere four letters), then polar bears MUST be related 
to raccoons. Right? I lave logic puzzles! 

Re yr ct Susannah: Any creative activity will become adictive if 
you've never had one before, no matter what it is, because the creative part 
of your brain goes, "Waa-hah! Wow! Let's get some more of this!!!" and 
gets the pleasure center all worked up, and your brain goes nuts. (This is 
fine if the creative activity is also gain-praducing, but not if it's not.) 


After Changes--USE A LARGER TYPEFACE!!! 1 generally think I'm pushing it 
with 12 characters to the inch and normal vertical spacing. The 
last page was nearly unreadable. ‘ 

Re SDI: Near as I can tell, the U.S. and Europe are about the only 
places there isn‘t open warfare of one type or another. The U.S. and Soviet 
Union are both either openly and/or subversively supporting conventional 
wars right now. So what if we aren't using nuclear weapons. There isn't 
real peace anyway, and anyone who argues that eliminating nuclear effective- 
ness is going to increase the chance of conventional war isn‘t looking at 
the world very carefully. 

Re yogurt: I'm deathly allergic to it (and cheese, and any other kind 
of "Spoiled milk"). 


What I did during my summer--Nice seeing you during the brief stop a few 
weeks ago. See you at Isher, but otherwise RAEBNC.//By the way, 
what do you think of the EDS/ATT rumors? 


#100,000 Doesn’t Go as Far as It Used To--Like, is that what your house 
cost? Or what you spent on books at Worldcon?//I am, by your 

definition, far from an “average member." My computer has a 7280 for a 
brain, runs on CP/M, I can‘t tell Japanese from Chinese or Korean (1 can 
tell it isn’t German, Arabic or Hebrew though), and I am safe from expulsion 
from the Apa for a long, long time. (At least on a per-page contributed 
basis. (...)) 

Secret to meeting pros at WorldCons: Hang around elevators. Go up. Go 
down. Don't assume that Joe Pro won't respond to normal conversation. And 
they absolutely lap up "I loved your last book." Hopefully you've read it, 
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but they'll talk to you even if you didn’t. I had a nice chat with Ian 
Ballantine, while holding nine--count ‘em--books, none of which were Ballan- 
tine books. (Admittedly he started it by examining their spines through his 
bifocals.) But still, it works, 


CrumbCrunchers, Inc.--We got a washer and dryer as soon as we could get a 

credit rating established. It costs us about twice as much as 
going to the laundromat, but it's right there, every day. I couldn't 
imagine having children without one (wince, shudder!), 


Into the Fray--There’s an interesting sociologic/instinct comment inherent 
in the idea that otherwise uninfluenced children can recognize 
their property...so much for the idea that sharing is fundamental. 


Mostly Mailing Comments--Re yr ct Bonnie: So Holmes was wrong. There seems 

to be no limit to the storage capacity of the brain, but there are 
definite problems with data access as we get alder. (Now where did I put 
that memory?) Holmes’ talent was really not the ability to notice things, 
but the ability to recognize how seemingly unrelated things really are 
related. I think that's all genius is anyhow. 

Re the New Madrid earthquake: With all the shuddering going on in 
Ghio, Kentucky, etc., I don’t think he'll have long to wait. And I suspect 
St. Louis/New Madrid will be a lot less prepared for this one. 

Continuing good luck on the reproduction front! (Both the zine and the 
baby.) 


A Title! A Title!--Longwinded again, I see. Pretty bad when you're 1/4 of 
the page count...(...)//I never did find the post-mailings (yet). 
Oh, well, maybe in that other pile over there... 


Letter from Easton--Showoff.//Our cars go from ownership by GM-Chevrolet 

Div, to GM-Acceptance Corp. Div. Soon GM will own the cars from 
Pre-design to junkyard.//Goad luck with the book. Let me know where I can 
get a copy. I love stars and looking at them, but without Bill and/or Guy 
around, I’m hopelessly lost.//I will take physics, someday, I will, I will. 
Someday. Soon. Maybe. 


Eastmancolor Blues-~Were these next to the Levi‘s?//Re yr ct me: I had to 

keep a journal for one class in my junior year. I wrote it up 
during.the period before.//History is a lot of fun, once you get through the 
short versions and down to the reality. History is what I'd really like to 
study, but I can’t justify megabucks a year to learn it. There is a very 
small market for history majors who would make rotten teachers. Which I 
would. //A VCR can’t compete with real film. Don’t quit now! 


Transporter Topics--Money talks, and the UAW’s got money. At least until 
the "American" automakers finish moving overseas and into right~ 
to-work states. Sorry DeepSauthCon suffered for it.// 
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Mailing comments on Issue #45: 
Cover--Yes, it's a cover. 


SSS Times--Is this a computer printer that has Greek letters? If so, which 

one? We have been unable to discover anyway to coerce our Epson 
into it. Needing a Greek symbol comes up fairly seldom these days, but it 
would still be nice to be able to now and then.//I think single-spacing on 
the roster would be okay. It would still be legible and take up less page 
space.//My, we‘re from all over, aren‘’t we? 10 states and two overseas. 
(Guess who never really read the roster before...) 


At Home on the Range (Sheila)--Shooting something three times a week 

definitely lands you in the non-mundane range, although possibly 
not in the true-SF-fan range either.//I have probably asked you this before, 
but do you just shoot at stationary, non-living targets, or do you go 
hunting too?//The local toy store has Teddy and Grubby going non-stop. I 
don’t know how the employees put up with it. After five minutes in the 
store, just looking around, I‘m ready tao pull the batteries if I hear “our 
adventures on Grundle" one more time. Don't expect to see one at my house 
any time soon. (Unless we can arrange for Tadd to modify it. Then we'll 
see.)//I've been wondering when I'll grow up too. Most of the people I know 
that are 27 are a lot older than me. I’m continually amazed that Alice is 
actually younger than me, not to mention several other people you wouldn't 
know. // 


Qver (T)Here (Linda)--National Geographic had a very enlightening article on 
Tokyo in the November 1984 issue. Combined with your zine and a 
PBS show, I know about four times as much about Japan as I did two months 
ago. It is a fascinating country. I would love to visit, but have my 
doubts about living there. You have great courage and determination to do 
what you have done.//Are you getting pressure to have children, or isn‘t 
that a problem in overcrowded Japan?//The Japanese must use a lot of fine- 
point pens to write all those little lines so precisely. What happens if 
you have sloppy handwriting?//Are you anywhere near the erupting volcano? 


Letter from Eastan (Guy)--Thank you for your answer. The obedient half 

of me says, "Fine, this answers the question," but the questioning 
historian half wants to know who they really were. Why did whoever wrote 
Genesis go to the trouble of putting them in and talking about them, if 
"groper theologians" are supposed to tell us to ignore the whole thing?//In 
all honesty, I suspect that I am trying to poke holes at the foundation of 
the Judeo-Christian mythos because I don't like the current state of how 
they're trying to influence my life. When I go out to knock something down, 
I go after the foundation, and this is no exception. 


Transporter Topics (Rod)--So now the closest fusion reactor can be just a 
quarter million miles away, instead of 93 million miles. Hmm. 
Food for thought.//The biggest problem with SDI is that it actually would 
render nuclear weapons obsolete, making conventional warfare the way to go. 
IT want it to be researched, but I'm wishy-washy on deplayment.//There are 
four PBS shows we're trying ta watch--"The Day the Universe Changed" (Con- 
nections, Part 11); "The Making of a Continent"; "The Story of English"; 
and, of course, "Nature."//Some of the abridged versions af Kentucky and 
Tennessee lawsuits that make their way into the Ohio papers make one wonder 
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how they teach their children to read there, since probably every piece of 
paper contains something that is offensive to someone.// 

Re Soviet life expectancy rates: After Chernobyl, they have to be 
anybody's guess. The radioactive cloud went over northern and eastern 
Europe, but it must have gone clear across the USSR, possibly for several 
days. They admit that several hundred square miles are now uninhabitable. 
I wonder what's happening in the Urals with fish life/acid rain/et al. 
Considering that Americans are worried about the possible effects of TMI, in 
which maybe one square mile is contaminated (the one directly under the 
reactor), we can only guess at the ramifications of Chernobyl thirty years 
from now. 


Borborygmus #2 (Barry)--Re the ball representing Alpha Centauri being some- 
where in or near Australia, is that going straight through or 

following the surface of the Earth?//My sister's baby, Vicky, is now eight 
months old, and already is worse behaved than Rachel. I know this just from 
talking to Lori and listening to Vicky try to eat the phone. Lori made her 
get down, and did she scream! Like mother like daughter, I guess. Since 
Connie is calm and well mannered, sa is Rachel. So what does this bode for 
the rest of GT? Our kids will probably be as well behaved as we are. Gh, 
well, or should I say Uh-Qh.// 

BLOOD NUSIC broke new ground in one place--intelligent bacteria. It 
had one Glaring Error. The new bacteria spread through water initially 
(sweat, the LA sewer system), but somehow not through the oceans, which are 
naturally a whole lot like blood. The problem spread like crazy across the 
southwestern desert, but couldn't get beyond the shore at all. Why not?!? 
The relatively sterile Western Desert became covered, but the life infested 
ocean was immune. I don’t understand... Another problem--why would an 
intelligent life form plunder the earth like that? In no time flat they‘ll 
go the way of a yeast culture. And I still say the basic plot has been 
covered in "Invasion of the Body Snatchers."//So what should we nominate for 
next year?//I have said that Fandom is a religion for years, so why not 
Secular Humanism? Seriously, in the Uddd df thé BApeidté South every time 
you bring up a new idea its a religion, so Secular Humanism must be one too. 
And since it sure doesn't sound much like what the preacher says on Sunday 
morning, it must be Evil. (dust ask those preachers.) And I think that 
Card should change the title of his speech, because it really is pretty 
good, but lots and lots of people who would agree with what he is saying 
stay away because of what it's called. 


Go Qut There... (Bonnie)--Can I have a score card to keep track? You sound 

like me back in high school. (First I got a concussion. Then 1 
tore ligaments in both knees. I always had bruises.)//You're making me 
believe I should go get that degree in history and geography I've always 
wanted and could never justify. But don't hold your breath. I've also 
wanted to study astronomy, architecture and philosophy. Business seems to 
make a lot more sense, 


Lemonade Stands Fill The Air (Bill H.)--So like how much did Columbus’ ships 
cost in then-relevant terms? Is this more or less than the 
current cost of a spaceship? 


FINIS 


ALL RIGHT, WHERE WOULD YOU PARK 
AN INVISIBLE STARSHIP? 


Gregory Ruffa 
10380 Maya Linda Rd., Apt. C-303 
San Diego, Calif. 92126 
(619)-695-8647 


During the month of December, 
Please direct all communications to: 


1220 Lenape Way, 
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076 
(201)-753-9207 


ee * 


Gee, | feel like | just finished one of these the other day. Now it's December 
the First and I'll be here only another four-and-a-half days for the rest of the year. 
| just spent the afternoon with Cordell, discussing the outline for our paper and the 
future of our research. I've a couple trajectories left to finish up and should have 
a first draft done this week. The manuscript isn't due for the electric propulsion 
conference until March 5th, so we'll have a fair amount of time to play with it. 

As to any continuation of work on manned Mars missions here, that will depend on 
whether General Dynamics get a contract for a manned Mars systems study from 
NASA; the decision is supposed to be made Real Soon Now. If we do, we'll be able 
to devote a goodly chunk of time to thinking some more about this stuff. If we 
don't, it will simply become "our favorite hobby,'' meaning something for our unpaid 
spare time. One place I'm considering writing to next year is Science Applications 
in Schaumberg, Illinois; if they're doing enough planetary mission design work and 
they'll have me, I'd go there next fall. Or maybe I'll try grad school again... 


| was going to be further along on that and the other two documents I'm 
supposed to be putting together, but | got another emergency summons from the 
Crystal Palace. GD is trying very hard to win a "medium launch vehicle" contract. 
Since it could involve sending up twenty Navstar Global Positioning Satellites (among 
other things), it represents quite a bit of money. So the people here are very 
anxious to have a whole bunch of possible missions examined by Thursday. | got 
sucked into this thing the day before Thanksgiving, since several other people had 
taken the week off, and spent part of my "days off" at the terminal... | am 
definitely collecting that-time back at the end of this week. I'm going to need 
it to settle my affairs at this end to hold them for the next month. 


The Atlas/Centaur launch got postponed to December 4th; by the time you 
read this, we'll know when it really went. The last two Atlas-G launches scheduled 
(period) are in February and May, although these will probably slide, since this 
next launch was supposed to go in September. There is talk of another launch, 
AC-69, for the German X-ray observer, Rosat, in 1988 (I think). There is talk of 
developing an Atlas-K if we win the medium launch vehicle contract. There is 
talk of reviving Shuttle/Centaur, substituting hypergolic fuels for cryogenic ones. 
People sure do talk around here... 


With all the Titan/Centaur missions that are going to be underway next year, 
I'm told everyone could be really busy in six months. We are even likely to be 
actively hiring again next summer (after releasing or losing a bunch of experienced 
people). There is definitely one more guy leaving at the end of the month and one 


or two retiring by March. Meanwhile, | was promoted two weeks ago from Senior 
Engineer to Engineering Specialist, which seems to mean they want to keep me 
around. | keep telling these people I'm not an engineer, but they don't listen... 


The way things have worked out, | would up dropping my Mathematical Methods 
course for credit and will just finish out the lectures this week. (I'd have had to 
take the final on the 12th, anyway -- | will be otherwise occupied that day...) 
t-doubt | will continue the sequence in that course: it deals with the techniques 
for solving problems involving complex analysis, alright, but the professor doesn't 
actually solve a real physical problem; I'd like to see some of this high-powered 
math in action! | haven't decided if I'll pick up something next quarter; I'll have 
to see what's waiting for me when | get back to work. 


The Engineering Society dinner meeting on the Chernobyl! nuclear accident was 
of interest, although the speaker didn't clear up some of the physics to my satis- 
faction. It appears that the Russians built a series of graphite-and-water-moderated 
reactors that are capable of going into a positive-feedback cycle: if steam displaces 
water around the fuel rods in their individual tubes, the reaction runs faster, generating 
more steam, and so on. A test of a particular emergency procedure was being 
conducted in a way that required them to disengage the automatic shutdown systems, 
so they were well out on thin ice, but didn't know it yet. Without going through 
the whole complicated and swift sequence of events, the reactor was poisoning itself, 
causing it to lose power; the load dispatcher called in with a need to restore the 
normal power, so the control rods got taken all the way out; some instability began 
and it was decided to terminate the test immediately. The attempted restoration 
triggered the runaway. On a reactor normally rated at 1 GW, there was a first 
power spike up around 30 GW, which generated enough steam pressure to blow out 
all the plumbing at the bottom of the reactor core. With no water left in most 
of the core, there was a second and final pulse at about 100 GW, which essentially 
took the entire core, with 190 tonnes of fuel inside, amd threw it. "Fireworks" which 
were reported was white~hot graphite and uranium shooting into the air and landing 
on adjoining buildings, starting fires. A kilometer-high thermal column carried the 
fallout aloft long enough for most of it to decay before settling out (mercifully, 
since the radiation level was in the megacuries...) Needless to say, a number of 
firefighters gave up their lives to get the conflagration under control. There was 
no graphite fire (since the stuff doesn't exactly burn, anyhow) and no molten 
radioactive ball melting its way through the Earth. That's not to say everything 
was OK: the reactor core was broken apart and had to be extensively buried in 
place. (There is a photo of the wreckage. As our speaker put it: "Il surmise two 
things from this picture -- it was taken with a telephoto lens and the helicopter 
pilot. was moving as fast as he could go!") The official estimates are that, in the 
next twenty years, there will merely be an extra 3000 cancer deaths... hardly perceptible... 


There's going to be another public forum on America's future in space at the 
Space Theater on the 3rd. The panel will include Thomas Paine. (again), Kathryn 
Sullivan, Alan Lovelace (Gen. Mgr. of my Division), Margaret Burbidge, and Ben Bova. 
If I'm not going too crazy that day, I'll show up and report on it. The one we had 
a couple weeks ago was only attended by about 120 people and was pretty tame. 
The speakers all said their piece, Van Allen tried to be provocative, he and Paine 
did most of the talking, and the audience didn't have any particularly "hot" questions. 
| didn't hear much | hadn't heard before. The real challenge for our future seems 
to be getting this country to part with enough dough long enough and steadily enough 
to sustain a strong effort at leadership. Might have to raise taxes... could be unpopular... 


As you probably judged from the title, | went to see Star Trek IV. | won't 
spoil it for you with a review now. It had good bits and you want to see it anyway, 


but | was disappointed with what is "developing" in this series. More later. 
Happy Holidays to you! 
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Barry As | presented it on the cover, that version of the "opposition-class" 
Mars mission would seem anticlimactic. However, such a scheme is 

the only way within reach for then-available energy levels to complete the round 

trip after staying at Mars for only sixty days (which we feel is reasonable for a 

first mission); otherwise, you have to hang around more like eighteen months to 

get to the planetary geometry for the lower-energy "conjunction-class" mission, 

The proper way to do the mission | depicted is a bit more exciting: it includes 

a close flyby of Venus to get a gravity assist back to Earth. The crew isn't supposed 

to get bored anyway -- they're suposed to be doing "mission science," when they 

get tired of microfiche and videogames, | guess... 

Japanese isn't quite that bad: my tutors claim you only need about 1800 Kanyi 
to be literate (| read them at about a third-grade level). There was a significant 
reduction in the number officially required to that level after World War Il; they 
seem to be making a gradual (many-generation) transition to an all-orthographic form 
of the written language. The Chinese were apparently thinking about doing the same 
thing for the next century. Education would probably still require familiarity with 
the pictographic characters, or else the population would become cut off from their 
own past. On the other hand, the problem for computers has been nearly licked 
in Japanese, as Guy Wicker indicated; there are Macintoshes and IBM-PCs that can 
handle the written language. When faster computers become still cheaper, it will 
become possible to tackle the problem for Chinese. Since modern printers can handle 
just about any symbols, the once-proposed shift to orthography for these languages 
to bring them into the Gomputer Age may not even be necessary. 

| can believe you're "wanted in Chicago" (and elsewhere): I've seen the posters... 

Hmm... your reply to Bonnie reminded me of the bit in the "Wossamotta U." 
series. Rocky:and Bullwinkle learn that their football team must take on the "Mud 
City Manglers" (BorissBadenov's henchmen in middy blouses and skirts). Ol' Rocket J., 
not yet realizing the deception, is distressed, "Aw gee, what kinda game can ya play 
with girls?" Bullwinkle does a wonderful sidelong take into the camera, "Boy, this 
really is a kid's show, isn't it?", then drops back into character, "Parcheesi!" 

Yes, guilt got Guy Wicker to write in again. "Ritual Public Humiliation -- 
it's working... for you!" 

When | was a kid, | didn't get enough allowance to spend on comic books and 
| wasn't really allowed to collect them anyhow. ("Yeah, and | had to walk six miles 
to school and back through the snow in June -- uphill both ways!") So | used to 
sit over in a corner in the W.T. Grant's in Somerville, looking at Doctor Solar and 
Magnus (both Gold Key), while waiting around on shopping trips; | didn't even have 
someone come over to tell me it wasn't a library, either... ("Eh-yaww, them comix 
only cost twelve cents back then...) | never went in much for the costumed super- 
hero genre, though, and | didn't start collecting titles until about six years ago. 


Bill-El Welcome back! (Time to revive the Bill Suffixes...) It'll be nice to 
hear from you somewhat regularly again. Congratulations on the new job! 

This country is consumer-services-crazy enough that you probably could sell 
the Nine Minutes idea to people, though.!' doubt that, in the Real Thing, it would 
work out smoothly. With a bit more development, you could probably get the article 
into Analog. 

| had been wondering about the Long-Duration Exposure Facility (I've read the 
NASA publication on the experiments). If we rescue it before 1991, it wouldn't be 
a complete loss: we do need to know what happens to those materials after several 
years in space; we just won't learn much about what happens before that. | still 


haven't seen its recovery date on the Shuttle manifest. 
Sorry, but | couldn't read one of the words in your penultimate line. The What 
Foundation? Hunh? How's that again?? 


Bob Welcome to the APA! You mention that Hal Clement seems to love 
children. He comes to the MITSFS picnic south of Boston every year: 
and he seems to like us, so | guess it's trues. 
Paint-peeling certainly has to rank as one of the strangest premises for a party 
I've ever heard of. Were there "theme" refreshments and party favors? 


Rolf "Our average member seems to use some kind of 68000 machine and 
speaks Japanese. What does this predict about the future....?" Shirimasen. 
| picked up The Mind's Eyebeam lacally and am now seeking the other four 
books -- good, weird stuff. The cartoonist is Sam Hurt, in case anyone else out 
there is looking for these. 


Alice "Seconds of Fun" ... yiiii! Tuesday morning after the Worldcon, when 
things had settled down, | took the appropriate elevator to the 46th 

floor. It was a bit hair-raising when | actually heard the cables tense and the motor 
run up to full speed. There were no stops below 30 (and no one stopped me at all), 
so, full-out, | was ascending at around ten feet a second, which is some experience 
in a glass elevator... almost as disturbing as going from 46 back to street level and 
watching the moat at the bottom of the shaft coming up at you! You'd pay 50¢ 
in some places for a ride like that. 

"What sort of [APA-TECH] covers would people like to see?" Something new, 
different, exciting... like the last one... something with rockets... 


Donna "What is the cure Ffor warfare]?" Resist the Violent Response. See 

Others as Human. | don't know really; if it could be reduced to an 
aphorism, someone would have done it already. The great religions all provide clues 
(at the very least!), but people seem to choose not to learn from past experience 
and wisdom -- or don't believe the lessons of history apply to them. 


Roxanne | enjoyed your trip nacrative. | like to see stories of peoples’ travels 

in here, like the one Renee wrote back in '83 about the Kalamazoo 
Folks' car trip out to the West Coast and back via everyplace else (complete with 
photes)! 

! have had a long-standing fantasy of becoming wealthy and owning Fallingwater 
or Taliesen. But, given my love of domestic chores, | will probably continue to rent 
apartments. 

It always amuses me to read Midwesterners'’ reactions to seeing mountain ranges. 
| flew to Urbana for the first time in 1975 -- the farthest west I'd been to that 
time -- and marvelled over the fact that anyplace could be that flat! 

| was really stunned by some of the Hugo awards this year. Science Made 
Stupid for "Best Non-fiction"? "Fermi and Frost" for "Best Short Story"?! | haven't 
liked anything I've read by Pohl in the last ten years, but this particular piece is 
a non-story with no real eharacters and a multiple-choice ending. | used to get 
dinged in junior high school English for submitting stuff like that! 

Since you and Bill-Aytch (there's one of those Suffixes, ag'in) brought it up, 
red bean paste is a fairly common Japanese confection. It came to me the other 
day that its texture is just like dates, but it is made much less sweet. One thing 
I've discovered about Asian cuisine is that it is possible to live with a lot less sugar 
than the typical American or European consumes, 

Many space activists complain that the Government and the DoD want to 
"control" American launches. It seems to me that's not quite an accurate picture. 
Certainly the military will continue to launch their own stuff no matter what happens 


elsewhere. NASA would love to get out of the military and commercial launch 2. 
business, but they've saddled themselves with "operating" the Shuttle while it's really 
still in development (and the U.S. let everything else die off). The big contractors 
are standing around, waiting for the Government to decide just what kind of future 
it wants to pay for. The little independent guys don't have enough money to make 
much of a difference yet. | think, since January, there is less governmental desire 
to run the launch business than there had been up to then. The other side to this 
is that letting all sorts of entreprenears have free rein could lead to other problems. 
Rocketry is a long way from being "safe and reliable." If private rocket builders 
start having enough accidents and drop burned-out boosters and flaming wreckage 

on people, the public will clamor for government control. 


Guy-on-the- Gee, whre can | go "use" a house like that? | liked the story about 
Delaware the Eastern European delegation -- boy, the mess some people are 
making out of the banks! cars... 

Good luck with the observation book! Something I've wanted to see in such 
a book is a table which organizes the telescopic objects in order of increasing size 
of the aperture needed to see them; alternatively, the book would discuss for each 
object what you can expect to see with various sizes of telescopes. What range 
of apertures are you planning to deal with? 

Kid, if everyone in Bexley Hall were scrubbed, neatly dressed, sober, and busy 
studying, that would have been weird! (it would have been if 25% were...) For 
the benefit of everyone else, our dorm was the one where everyone whexdidn't seem 
to fit in anywhere else lived. Guy and | lived in the quarter for those who didn't 
fit in with the "drugs" or "super-straight" sections -- the Unclassifiable Misfits. 

It is representative of the spirit of Bexley Hall that its elected delegates to the 
student government were a cat and a turtle. 

Yeah... general relativity! The distribution of air piles up in the back of the 
subway car as if it were standing on end, v 
according to the priaciple of equivalence, 
and the balloon sinks to a new equilibrium 
position in the altered atmosphere; | also 
agree with Barry's numerical answer. SO 
(Thinking about it this way helped me to 
see how you should think of it in Newton- Bs 
ian mechanics; talk about coming through 


the side door!) Vg 


Rod | had an argument with someone once about continuously accelerated 

spaceships. They were talking about using 1/100 gee and | was trying 
to convince them that that was horrendous overkill and frightfully expensive. They 
apparently had never troubled to do the calculations. |! have now run through 
numerous designs for round trips to Mars and can say that one milligravity (1/1000 g) 
is way too much for the inner Solar System: you'd need to pump out somewhere 
in the many tens of megawatts to push around a 30,000 kg. mission module and 
all the supporting paraphrenalia. (For added fun, figure out the mass of propellant 
you'd need to get to Mars.) It's not worth it for manned flight because you don't 
save much time over just doing 0.1 milligravity. (It could be worth it for small 
probes to the outer Solar System, though.) I've looked at up to 0.3 milligravity, 
which turns out to be plenty to open up the inner Solar System and the asteroid 
belt (which is to say, you could go between Earth, Mars, and Venus pretty much 
as you pleased). In terms of power requirements (to say nothing of reaction mass), 
flight at one-tenth gee is just hopeless for sending people around the System any 
time soon. It's really only worth it for boosting into interstellar trajectories: you 
can get to 1% of light-speed in about a month. 


APA-TECH 45 


Sheila Welcome to the APA! Nice to hear from you after being on the roster 
for so long. 
Good luck with your short story. | already like the title. 
lf | may offer a tad bit of advice for your next contribution, avoid the use 
of blue ball-point pen and typewriter ribbons; the copier somehow managed to see 
your text on page 1, but gave up entirely on page 2. (I didn't notice that until 
| was collating.) 


Linda Imagine my astonishment when | received this huge envelope from Japan 
with your 'zine already copied (1300 yen in postage alone). You are 

welcome to send me the originals: 1! can get 3¢ a copy Xeroxing here, which would 
have been cheaper than your expenses. (In answer to your written question: it is 
helpful to me if ‘zines are pre-collated...) 

Woops! Forgot to put your apartment number in the roster address. Is "Grand 
Heights" the name of your manshon ? 

Your tales continue to jibe with things I've been told (or warned) about. | 
still hope to get out there for a visit some year. The gaijin problem is common 
to a lot of nations with long histories (the word "barbarian" originally applied to 
anyone who was non-Hellenic; even a word like "exotic" just meant "foreign," "alien," 
anything from "outside"). Most cultures have such words and attitudes, extending 
even to outright derision and disgust, for non-natives; it's harder for us Americans 
to deal with, since almost all of us are foreigners to this hemisphere. The problem 
may be somewhat compounded in Japan by the fact that it spent at least half its 
history as a "closed society." 


Eastern Guy |'m amused by the letter you cited from the person who complained 
that the computer software won't make the page layouts good -- seems 

rather like blaming a saw for not cutting the plank straight. | really don't under- 
stand what some people want from computers: if we could build machines that could 
do these things well by themselves, what would people be needed for anymore? 

lt may also be considered in these tales of "giants" from ancient times that 
"ordinary people" would typically have stood a bit under five feet tall -- a lot of 
us would have seemed as "giants" to them. Modern observers are often surprised 
to see warriors' armor from various parts of the medieval world that was plainly 
made for knights, soldiers, samurai, etc., who must have been only about five-four. 
| haven't come across any good explanations as to who those "giants" were, though. 


Rod Lunar helium-3 may be one of the few resources valuable enough to 

justify the transportation costs to bring it to Earth. On the whole, 
though, | think extraterrestial resources will only have significant benefits to those 
already in space, rather than to the folks down here, until transportation between 
the Earth's surface and space gets down to the range of $10 to $30 a pound. 

The computer problems are a major sticking point with SDI precisely because 
the system cannot be tested thoroughly or guaranteed to be error-free. If the 
occasion where it is really needed were to arise, it would have to work right the 
first time. We are well into an age where we can build machines and systems we 
no longer fully understand. There is already sufficient evidence that computers do 
make mistakes due to design or fabrication errors in circuitry; software that cannot 
be completely tested doesn't make the situation better. (Saying that a mistake here 
or there would be tolerable wouldn't be so bad if the circumstances weren't so 
unforgiving...) 

Countermeasures can include relatively simple things like air- and submarine- 
launched cruise missiles, which everyone will have in the near future. SDI may make 
ballistic missiles obsolete, but not all devices capable of delivering nuclear weapons 


to their targets. Don't underestimate the ingenuity of humans in finding ways around 
someone else's military; technology. Tanks were supposed to be an "ultimate weapon" 
some seventy years ago. We!re already looking for responses to the Soviet response 
to SDI. 

It is granted that (at present) the SDI weapons cannot be used against targets 
on the Earth's surface or deep in the atmosphere. However, they could be readily 
used against Space Shuttles, transatmospheric vehicles (TAVs), space stations, other 
people's satellites... If a mirror-aimed laser can punch holes through an ICBM at 
a distance of 10,000 miles, how hard would it be to do the same to an aircraft 
closer to hand flying at the top of the stratosphere? (And, given the military plans 
for such things as TAVs, how unlikely is it that someone wouldn't try that eventually?) 
Don't count on the atmosphere being an obstacle for too long, either: the work 
with free-electron lasers is being directed toward overcoming the problems of atmo- 
spheric penetration. 

| agree that, as a ballistic missile defense, SDI need not be 100% effective. 
| would estimate that it would succeed as a sufficient deterrent if it can destroy 
30% to 50% of its targets; that is already a high enough loss ratio to make an 
opponent uncomfortable about gambling on a devastating first strike. Of course, 
it is vital that one's antagonist also believe in that percentage. 

What | am protesting is the way SDI is being "marketed" as a cure for modern 
warfare or the use of nuclear weapons. It will continue to be possible to deliver 
nuclear devices to targets. It makes it less likely that the superpowers will attempt 
this on each other, but they're only two countries out of over a dozen with Bombs. 
Nuclear weapons are still likely to be "used in anger" on someone again, though it 
mag not involve either of the Big Guys. As Bill-El has already mentioned, the 
diminution of the threat of Mutual Assured Destruction makes big conventional wars 
conceivable again. (It would be imbecilic for anyone in the industrialized world to 
get involved in one, but, in the passion of the moment, will that be much of a 
consideration?) The high-energy weapons can be used on targets found above the 
atmosphere; the temptation to do so may become hard to resist as the militarization 
of space progresses, 

My point is that humankind is on the verge of deluding itself once again that 
it can find a military solution to the disease of war. We came out of the "Great 
War" thinking we'd seen the worst armed conflict imaginable: we've since shown 
that we were just getting warmed up. A lot of "technological horrors" came out 
of or got their starts in that War. History has demonstrated that, to our species, 
there is no "weapon too terrible to use.' 

(I guess this topic gets me rather steamed. | hope you understand that | am 
not directing my anger at you (I think I'm not...), but I've seen the arguments you 
presented in many other places and | feel they do not adequately explore the 
implications and long-range consequences of such a:system of weapons.) 

| know Uncle Ronnie offered to share SDI with the Russians, but that's an 
easy promise for him to make. Since he will be long out of office by the time 
deployments take place, it will be someone else's decision as to whether they should 
honor an old verbal agreement. Moreover, Congress is already. at work to block 
any such transfer of knowledge. 


Barry "God fights on the side with the biggest dictionaries." Since organic 
chemistry has made the single largest contribution to the modern English 

language, in terms of the sheer number of added words, is this your own subtle way 

of saying that God is on your side? 

On that scale-model Solar System you described, it gives one further pause 

to consider that the Milky Way Galaxy would take up most of the Earth's orbit to 

depict (just one of 100 billion others) Even at 1 : 4 000 000 000 scale, the Universe 

is still darn BIG!! 


You will get to a convention with a trivia contest in February. Is it time 
to revive the "Egg of the Phoenix"? 

As | indicated last time, the "official language? law did pass here. Jeez, | 
hate it when America goes through these xenophobic phases! 

As you say, there are quite a few Shuttle astronauts who are not from the 
military. However, when | was reading the biographical sketches of the last wave 
of inductees, it was clear that it definitely helped to be in the armed services or 
NASA -- only about five percent were in neither. 

You and Bill-Aytch are distinguishable -- thus are fermions -- and so are 
evidently governed by the Exclusion Principle: you two can be on the same 
wavelength, but are forbidden to emit the same punchlines... 


Bonnie | hope you are mending well. | assure you that | don't laugh at people 
getting injured in sports activities, not even volleyball. (Now, if you'd 
fallen off the toilet...) 
Does the fact that you are doing this research at school mean you're getting 
close to finishing your Master's degree? Anyway, good luck with it! 


Bill-Aytch Boy, I'm plumb tuckered out from not travelling around so much. Think 
I'll go to the electric propulsion conference next May to get a break. 
(AND *gasp* *exclaim* SIGGRAPH is in Anaheim next July!!) 

Oh yes, | read Less Than Words Can Say back in October. It depressed me 
even further as to the state of education in this country, since it corroborated so 
well my own experiences in the "Education" department back at U. of Ill. The 
"worms in the brains" are decidedly hard at work and spreading,to hear the words 
that spring from the mouths of our government administrators. The deterioration 
is severe enough that even editors of large-circulation magazines let pass misuses 
of words and "it's" as a possessive pronoun. The most disturbing business is the 
willingness of so much of the populace to let itself be put to sleep and be victimized 
by its "leaders." In time, they may not even be able to consider that there is a 
problem needing a solution... Is The Graves of Academe still in print? 

"Why, I'd like to charge right back up again, sir!" If Tim says that too loudly, 
they might put a sword in his hand and point him at San Juan Hill... 

The Old Astronauts Program? Well, now... | don't rightly know... is it easier 
to dodder in zero-gee? Do we still have the strength to fight off all those zealous 
twelve-year-olds who hijack Space Shuttles? 

| imagine if Cordell got invited to talk at Fermilab (hint!), he'd be happy to 
throw in a couple extra local talks... ("but only if you ask him...") 

I'll let Irwin T. Lapeer tell you who he is. 

You practically had the title of the book by Michael Crowe: it's The 
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750 ~ 1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from 


Kant to Lowell. | had it out from UCSD to see what was in it; it's fairly huge 
and | hadn't the time to get into it. Cambridge U. Press is offering it at $48 at 
the moment -- I'm pondering... The same publisher has a companion book from 


1982 by Steven Dick, who apparently was a student of Crowe's; the title is 
Plurality of Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from 
Democritus to Kant. Well, can a book spanning from Lowell to Sagan and Tipler 
be far behind? 


Western Guy I'm looking forward to hearing about what general relativity has todo 
with mercury pumps... 
No signs of surplus Macintosh parts (MacGuts?) in the local microcomputer 
magazine yet. I'll try to remember to keep you in mind... 


Me Well, that's what happens when you try to dash off a ‘zine without 
much proofreading. You get "flyer" instead of "flier" (you can tell 

I've been putting out a lot of circulars lately...) and a sentence so... yucko that | 

re-read it three different ways and none of them were what | meant (minus 10!). 
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NO TIME THIS SIDE OF EDEN 
Tullio Proni, 530 W. Walnut St., Kalamazoo, MI 49007 (616) 342-4967 


Well, I had great hopes for this issue. I was going to write on 
great and weighty issues, amuse and entertain, but as usual I ran out 


of time. It seems that the only time I can write at all is when I'm 
away from Kalamazoo. That's the curse of working at home - you never 
leave work. On the whole I like it much better then the alternative, 


but it leads to too short and infrequent appearances in the APA. ‘The 
bulk of my zine this issue are my LOCs to issue #44 which I wrote on 
my way back from an all expense paid train trip to Chicago (courtesy 
of Donna's father). I wouldn't even be getting that much out if Donna 
hadn't typed this up for me. We are leaving for Florida in one week 
and this will give me a chance to comment on issue #45 & 46 as well 
as write something original. 


At least I hope to get something out, but sometimes I fear that I 
used up all my spare time when I was a kid. Then I used to lay 
outside and watch the trees grow or the clouds form. I had pleanty of 
time, but little else. Now I have all (well, many) of the goodies I 
wanted as a kid, but no time to play with them. There's something 
wrong with this, and I intend to fix it - right after the sink, 
stairs, etc. You never catch up this side of the gates of Eden: Oh 
well, on to the letters. 


Barry: Your zine being only mailing comments, anything I might say about 
it would be ruled hearsay. 


Bill L: When talking about the ineffectiveness of the SDI and it's 
weapons, it seems that everyone thinks that we're back in the 50's - 
just us and the Ruskies. It seems to me that such a system has no 
chance of stopping any massive attack completely, but has a good 
chance against something like two or three missles from Gaddafi. 
Let's face it, more and more countries are aquiring the hardware to 
boost into orbit and anyone that can do that can lob a few megatons 
our way. With Reagan's call for “private sector" involvement in 
providing launch vehicles the day is not that far off where any 
sufficiently monied interest could buy their own delivery vehicle. It 
would be nice to be able to zap Khomeini's ICBM when they start coming 
over the horizon. And let us not forget Strangelove and Failsafe. It 
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seems all too likely that sooner or later someone or something will 
screw-up. If that happened we would have the option of trying to zap 
our own bombers or missiles as well as the enemy's (unless the target 
is Detroit which humanity would be better off without). 


Bob: I hate to remind you but didn't you sign up to do security at next 
year's Ad Astra? Connie too as I recall. Oh, I'm afraid you'll have 
to put an extra "1" in my name. My sometimes boss is the only one who 
spells it Tulio and has been doing so for over 10 years. How he 
manages to do so when nobody, including the secretary he hired last 
week, does so is beyond human understanding. Nevertheless it is 
useful because that way I know whenever a note is from him. 


Rolf: I saw some of those signing lines at Worldcon. The only way you 
could get me to go through that would be if what was being signed at 
the end of the line was a check (to me, with many zeros). 


Susannah: By now you probably heard that the worldcon blimps weren't. 
This was in large part due to my lack of time and Tom Snoblen's loss 
of job. In fact as worldcon approched, I began cancelling projects 
faster then circuits were dropped during the great east coast 
blackout. In fact it is somewhat disappointing that so few people 
noticed their absence, but so it goes. Good luck on the exam and on 
Starwind. 


Alice: How much you enjoy home ownership depends in part on what kind of 
home you end up owning. These beautiful old "fixer uppers" can work 
you into an early grave (unless you are independently wealthy) or 
leave you perpetually dissatisfied. I've "owned" our present home for 
almost nine years now and have been trying to fix up the attic for 
almost as long. Your help and that of the rest of the plaster crew 
was greatly appreciated but much remains to be done.///My first word 
was no = nihilist from the start.///I'll let Donna talk about Worldcon 
- my ulcer hasn't healed yet. 


Donna: I could write LOC but "it would be wrong". For the rest of you I 
might mention that I'm also looking forward to the Great California 
earthquake. New Madrid however being so close to the cursed city of 


St. Louis will probably be much more devastating. 


Roxanne: I enjoyed reading about your camping trip. I personally enjoy 


camping as long as it's somewhere interesting and the temperature is low 
enough. However, one of the animals i don't really like is the bat 
and last time I went camping in the Smokies we were bugged by then. 
This was especially thrilling due to the fact that all we had were 
sleeping bags (no tent) and were camped on the side of a hill. By 
morning our evasive manuvers had wraped me around a tree and my friend 
in a lake.///Back when I was a little bambino in the old country 
(Italy) we had a cat that could put any big game hunter to shame. 


While she was tolerent of my ear/tail pulling she also frequently 
deposited trophies that massed twice her weight at my granfather's 
door. Even most dogs would cross the street rather than walk by 
her.///I wish you luck on your reproductive efforts and thank you.for 
your tolerence of ours. 


Guy C.: The intoduction describing your childhood experience with a 
telescope matched my experience down to the greenstamps. Only 
difference is that I never ran into anyone who would “show" me the 
starsj;one problem was that the atmosphere down in Florida where I grew 
up was so full of moisture that at times the moon was the only thing 
in the sky that did not twinkle.///For those who don't already know I 
liked Real Genius a LOT. Unlike you my college was not a copy of the 
one in the movie (being a liberal arts school) but it should have 
been. I naturally did what I could to make it that way. But as you 
mentioned where it really struck home was in the power the professors 
had over their graduate student. I was once ordered to fill a lab in 
a course I was TA in by “any means necessary". Since the professor 
was the primary advisor on my thesis committee it was made very plain 
that it was either dig up 8 more warm bodies or have my thesis 
rejected. The comment in the movie "even if you pass you don't pass" 
really struck home. In any case, excessive popcorn aside it was a 
great movie. 


Steve: I have a really hard time writing anything to someone who lives 
less than 3KM away. It is good to see you (in print and otherwise) 
and thanks for all the films. 


Rod: Glad you included the two con reports. It occurs to me that you 
(and others) could help us Isherites out by sending us copies of 
weapons policies for conventions that we do not attend.///Your comment 
about duct tape and the force is only true in some universes. In 
ours, for example, it is masking tape that holds the universe 
together. 
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Again Mostly Mailing Comments 


A zine for Apa-Tech #46, written by Donna Proni, at 530 W. Walnut, 
Kalamzoo, MI, 49007. (616) 342-4967 
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I'm afraid that having a monthly deadline is making this into a 
mailing comment zine - in looking over the past couple of issues, it 
seems like just about everyone devotes half of their zine or more to 
comments. Not that this is necessarily bad, mind you, but it can lead 
to confusing comments re comments re suggestions re ideas. But then, 
who am I to stop the trend. So - onto the comments. 


Apa-Tech # 44 


Barry - Your description is a good one for the type of common/uncommon 
name I'd like to use.//You're wanted in Kalamazoo, ‘too.//re yr ct 
Susannah - we have had postmailings arrive before the apa (in the 


distant past) and they were called premailings. 


Bill L. - Where can you get to in nine minutes? I think you would 
need for your employees, if not your customes, a combination of 
advanced knowledge of when to go as well as a place to go. Of course, 
you'd then need either a computer or a special crew to check IDs at 


the door - can't let ina subscriber who's not been paying his way 
lately. 
Bob - You keep threatening/offering me your daughter, but you've got 


to learn to do it when Connie's not around to stop you. You can have 
the lathe anytime - just come pick it up - we don't deliver.//It's OK 
if you comment to people you don't know too.//The berserker was lots 
of fun - Thanks for the use of your bed (even if it didn't work). Are 
Connie & Rachel healthy again? 


Rolf - Throwing a party for fans, and especially techies seems to be 
much easier than throwing one for mundanes. At farnish parties you 
play games, eat, watch SF movies, and maybe wear unusual clothes. At 
a techie party you also set off firworks, make hydrogen in the 
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library, sing with helium filled lungs, and trade surplus (junk) 
around. I still haven't figured out what people do at mundane parties 
except eat. 


Susannah - We also have been known to attend auctions to find 
nice-to-have-though-not-essential things (like our anesthetizing 
machine, or our cauterizing machine, or our dozen bed pans, etc.). 


Alice - I did make it into the New Orleans party Saturday night, but 
it wasn't much fun, just crowded everywhere you turned. A good 
pickpocket could probably make a fortune at a Worldcon if he worked 
fast enough (before word got around). I was REALLY bummed that 
Bermuda didn't win - I really thought they had a good chance. Sigh. 


Roxanne - Don't you think that stream-of-consciousness is character 
development?//For us without going as far as fertility drugs, it would 
certainly be God deciding - my system is really screwed up. We 


abandoned birth control when we got married.//How many kid-phobics are 
there in GT? I'd never really thought about it.//Our Bible has 
footnotes on many things which may not have meant then what you think 
it means now. About "Sons of God and daughters of men" it says "An 
obscure passage (from the "Yahwistic" tradition). The author uses a 
popular story of a race of giants, in Hebr. Nephilim, the Titans of 
eastern legend, born of the union between gods and mortals. The 
author does not present this episode as a myth nor, on the other hand, 
does he deliver judgement on its actual occurrence; he records the 
anecdote of a race of supermen simply to serve as an example of the 
increasing human malice that is to provoke the Deluge. Later Judaism 
and almost all the earliest ecclesiastical writers identify the "sons 
of God" with the fallen angels; but from the 4th century onwards, as 
the idea of angelic natures becomes less material, the Fathers 
commonly take the “sons of God" to be Seth's descendants and the 
"daughters of men" those of Cain" 


Guy C. - Many years ago we unintentionally did the helium balloon 
trick, but it was in Mike Bentley's van instead of the subway.//Your 
book sounds really great! Is it for young amateurs, older ones or 


both? Please, keep us informed. 
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Steve - Next time you do a cover that needs explaining you should beat 
them both to the punch and explain it yourself. And (hint, hint) I'm 
sure Greg would be just as happy to get a cover from you as I would 
be. It is a page towards minac, you know. 


Rod - It seems everyone thought that Worldcon wasn't one.//I had heard 
about duct tape, but it's still a good joke. 


Apa-Tech #45 
Sheila - Glad you finally decided to write something.//Our weapons 


policy for Ishercon is "no real bombs". Or at least that's the policy 
for the "blast from the past - BYOB" portion of the party. 


Linda - Virtually everything that Isher (read Tullio) comes up with 
electronically uses an integrated circuit commonly known as a 555 
Timer. As near as I can tell, this is where Renee got the name from. 


G.T. Buckfast and Shalmaneser (editor & alternate editor) are, I 
believe, from Stand on Zazibar by John Brunner, (which I have never 
read).//Ate least the next generation won't have to worry about having 
only mundane names in our family.//Tullio is very jealous of you, you 
know. "She probably gets live 24 hour coverage of volcano eruptions - 
and Japan has the biggest fireworks display in the world..."//Wouldn't 
it be easier (and cheaper) to let us do your copying? 


Guy C. - It's nice to see someone who really likes using mac graphics, 
especially after seeing them scorned ("this fanzine has no mac 
graphics"). I forgot to put a line in our Ishercon invitations - 
"This invitation is full of mac graphics".//I remember wondering about 
the results of at least half of the "children's science experiments" 
when I was small. 


Rod - The asterisks work fine - thanx.//If the SDI lasers, etc. cannot 
be used offensively, why do news reports state and/or imply that they 
can? I don't really know any of the details of SDI, and I tend to 
drift back and forth on support for it. 


Barry - OK, so you got me - but I got you to respond, too - and that 
was my intention. I never really thought that only science mattered 
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to you; I was merely being "humorously mock-arrogant" back. 


Bonnie - I usually try very hard not to ask people who are obviously 
injured "what happened?", I either ask someone else who I think will 
know, or I wait around for someone else to ask.//re languages - when 
we went to Italy, I knew how to ask "where's the bathroom", but then 
they assumed I understood Italian and used it to explain where it was. 


Bill H. - Even though all the reporters do it, do you have to refer to 
SDI as “star wars"? 


Guy W. - Yes, this zine had plenty of margin space. Wouldn't it be 
better to be totally familiar with one word processor, so you could 
use all the "fancy stuff" if you needed to? Some day Sue is going to 
give me a new word processor (one that I can use with eighty columns) 
or two. 


Greg - Did the Karamazov Brothers say that this was the first time 
Ivan failed to meet The Challenge? I seem to recall seeing a 
pie-in-the-face the first time I saw them in chicago (I don't recall 
all of the items, but one was a plastic bag three-quarters filled with 
water, with an egg in the middle). 


SEM HE SEH EH AE HE HTH HAE HE eae HHH HHH 


Well, it looks like this is going to be another comments only 
zine - no time left for anything else (I'm mailing these out 
tomorrow). Maybe next time. 


Be safe, be happy, and have a wonderful holiday! 
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a contribution for APA Tech *46 from Alice Bentley 


These last several weeks have been more than usually full what 
with Windycon, Conclave, Thanksgiving, Capricon, house renovation, and a 
busy schedule at work. The beginning of winter has led to less work 
outside, but the besement work has yet to get a good start. | still haven't 
raked all of the leaves. 


Conclave was, as always, a warm and wonderful meeting of friends. 
It was somewhat marred by the “death” of the hotel it had been in for so 
many years. Last year the hotel was bought by new owners, and they 
renovated out all of the friendly brown tones, real wood and traditional 
touches. The lobby now resembles an operating room, and pink, mauve and 
light biue followed me everywhere. It was very strange to be at the con 
and not be under the threat of DleaaNs but | think | preferred the later 
slot anyway. 


~, Windycon was pretty good for me, | missed all of Friday since | 
worked Registration from 4 pm ‘til midnight. | enjoyed the work, saw lots 
of faces that | didn't quite place, and learned much about running 
Registation that | plan to use at this year’s Capricon. Some of the 
problems that we ran into don’t really apply since Capricon uses a 
different system ( all Registation packets are assembled in advance for 
each membership), but the idea of using last year's index cards for the 
at-the-doors will be very useful. The film program was pretty bad, but 
more amazing was the fact that it closed at | am! My brothers kind of 
count on hitting the films when the parties get dull. The con suite was 
closed at 5 am both nights/ mornings. | realize that they might like to 
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sleep some too, but | miss the days of the all-nighters. 


Having the con suite close wouldn't normally have bothered me at 
all, but in the last few months | seem to be having problems sleeping. 
Friday night | went to bed when Mike did at 3 am, decided | wasn't going to 
be able to sleep after two hours of trying, so | showered and got up again. 
The con was completely dead. It was somewhat instructive because | saw 
more people sleeping in the lobbies and hall than ever before. | counted 
over a dozen just in the area near Registration. The hotel staff seemed 
uncomfortable, but unsure what to do about it; the hotel had been booked 
solid weeks before. By 8 am or so, some people (like Sam and Bonnie) were 
up and about. The jost night of sieep never did hit me with expected force. 

Sleepless nights seem to be becoming more common, along with 
times when | am too weak or tired to do anything. | get sick more often 
than | remember, and | feel cold a lot of the time. | am tempted to blame 
this on my peculiar work schedule, but Mike says that | have always had 
bouts like this. This particular APATech submission was started at 6 am 
on Saturday since | had gotton all the sleep | could. 


Work is very interesting these days, we are doing all sorts of ground 
breaking work. Two days ago we achieved a new Fermi record of 4.4 mA of 
8 GeV anti-protons! Two weeks from now that will probably seem a small 
amount, easily gathered, but for now it's still a victory. Some of these 
anti-protons were extracted from the storage ring and successfully 
accelerated to 120 GeV. Yesterday after my shift they were scheduled to 
work on the transfer.to the next machine (the Tevatron) but | haven't heard 
how that worked out yet. Everything is ramping up to the day, not far now, 
when we rol] the collision detector in and try to do particle physics again. 


Thanksgiving was a great success for me, many people came and had 
much good food. | was a little nervous about our lack of supplies for such 
a large groyp (thirteen people altogether) but no one seemed to mind the 
mismatched place Séttings or folding chairs. It was a strange and good 
group since three from my family, five from Mike's and three fans were 
there. 


! am sorry to be missing Chambanacon, but money is just too tight 
right now. Mike will be turning in his manuscript on Monday, but he has not 
yet found an acceptable job position. Besides, if | was at Chambana, | 
undoubtedly would have missed this deadline. Whinch provides a nice 
step-off into... 
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Mailing Comments 


for APATech *44 


After Changes, You are More or Less the Same 

It seems to me that every job has a new strange language, not just 
programming. A Xerox | worked onN. E. A. T. (Non-magnetic Extremely 
Agitated Toner develoement system), every object in the lab had some 
unusual noun, and most of our conversation would have been gibberish to an 
outsider. | thought this was unique to Xerox, but have since learned that it 
is universal. Every new job has had a jargon so complex that a few months 
were required to understand the o/scuss/on of the priciples, understanding 
the priciples came later. | realize that this is a different level than 
learning a new programming language (that came with every new job too), 
but | think it is true for the same reasons. The SDI problem has many 
different viewpoints, | embarrassingly enough seem to agree with whoever 
is closest. This is not the first or last major philisophical discussion 
where | come up with "| agree with both sides”. 


What you did during your summer... 

Topics in APAs range like herds of bison, they will all gather ‘round 
a topic, then go shooting off somewhere else. Children are discussed more 
often than before because, | think, many of us are reaching that “Do it now, 
or your lose your turn" time in life. Sorry | missed your berzerker, but | 
was working that weekend. This seems to happen with distressing 
regularity since | work two weekens out of four. | heard that everyone 
who went had a great time. | hope I'll be able to come see your house some 
day soon. Sadly enough the con com at Ad Astra shows no sign of learning 
from any of their past mistakes.’ We went to the first few, then decided it 
just wasn't worth the long trip. I'll see you at Isher if you arrive early on 
Friday (Ihave to be at work Friday at midnight). 


$100,00 Doesn't Go As Far As It Used To 

For shortest story in time, I'd vote for one of the shortest stories 
there is. The title was The Telepaths (or something very similar) and the 
story went “Oh, you know what | mean”. Sorry | missed your Halloween 
party, | wanted to stay with my house for the first year in anew 
neighborhood. Everything went great here, we gave out about a hundred 
helium balloons. 


Mostly Mailing Comments 
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If you need help with Ishercon, just give us a call! I'll be there 
Thursday and Friday, I'm not sure about Mike. Are you sending out 
invitations again this year? If not, how will we know if we've been 
un-invited? Have you talked with your gynocologist about getting 
pregnant? If not, you may find him or her a great help to you. One out of 
six couples are infertile without aid. 


A Title, A Title,... 

Sorry you didn't like camping very much, | have always enjoyed it 
quite a bit but | haven't gone since | started living with Mike. My friend 
Linda (at work) tells hilarious stories of when she and her friends checked 
into a ritzy Las Vegas motel after rafting down the Colorado for three 
weeks. Not only were they filthy, but they had just before then dropped 
off many lawn bags full of excrement (you are not allowed to leave 
anything behind in that environment). | suppose it is a measure of my 
uninvolvement that | did not recognize any of your favorite TV shows. 


Letters from Easton 

Sex is indeed most people's favorite hang up, and has caused a 
tremendous amount of strife. | seem to have escaped most or all of that, 
and am happily married to someone who loves me. My trust in Mike is why 
| don't have to worry about our sexual relationship (if | don't feel like it, | 
know he won't dislike/dump me), and why | am not possesive of him. | 
learned very early that observational astronomy was not for me -- too 
COLD! Just the same, we will probably buy a nice ‘scope when all those 
foolish comet-watchers sell theirs (only the foolish ones will sell). 
The helium ballon explanation is easy, the air pushes the ballon back as it 
falls forward. 


Transporter Topics * 

Con reports are always welcome, especially when | Seem 10 MiSS So 
many. Sorry to hear that DeppSouthCon had hotel problems, in general | 
see conventions getting along with hotels much better than in earlier 
years. Smofs tell me that since conventions have grown from ~300 to over 
1000 we now represent a sizable chunk of money. If the Japanimation 
room at Atlanta was the same one | saw, you should make an effort to 
come to Capricon, the same group is running our animation film room. 


For APA Tech #45 


At Home on the Range 
Nice to see you back here again, I'll see you at Isher if you arrive 
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early Friday; if not, well... some other time. Coming to Capricon? 


Over (T)Here..... 

My Japanese tutor in Rochester was born and raised in Japan, 
married an American serviceman and moved here twelve years ago. Her 
English is excellent, although her accent is quite pronounced. Last year 
she was visiting her parents, and stopped a policeman to ask for 
directions. The policeman very carefully said, in English, "I'm sorry, | do 
not speak any English”. Akiko replied, in Japanese, “that's OK, | asked you 
in Japanese”. Her dress, walk and manners had instantly pegged her as 
American even though her face and language were Japanese. 

Could you take a moment of time to explain what you know of the 
custom of gir/? We have a friend from Japan who is apparently starting 
one of these with Mike, and we are not sure how to respond. 

It sounds as if you've adapted very well to a situation most people 
would have a lot of difficulty with. 


Letters from Easton 

Hurray! Another Madelene L'Engle fan! The three books “A Wrinkle in 
Time", "A Wind Through the Door”, and "A Swiftly Tilting Planet” are 
concerned with her alternate universes. The third probably makes the best 
description of it. In her universe everything affects everything else, the 
future can change the past, and the death of one small boy can mean the 
end of a galaxy. Her books range a great deal in quality, my favorite is 
“The Young Unicorns”. It's about teenagers in New York City, not mythical 
fantasy creatures. 


Borborygmus 
Thanks for the EON recommendation, | enjoyed it as much as you said 
| would. : 


Gout There and Win One for the Cripper! 

“My father was somewhat looking forward to the radical right 
re-instituting religion in the public school where he teaches. He f igured, 
if they had five days a week he could cover Christianity, Judasim, Sun 
Worship, Satanism, and round off with Druadism. Wouldn't those people be 
pleased then! One of my co-workers does pull his children out of school 
for Halloween because he feels it is devil-worship. | wonder what those 
kids will think about that when they get older. 


Amorphous Abstractions 
| think that an economical character recognition system is MUCH 
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more exciting than a VLSI logic device. This is mostly because | want to 
have my entire library on optical storage, and | won't live long enough to 
type it all in. 


Twenny Minutes Outta Yer Future 

All right, you win, you are busier than | am. Actually, | am doing 
fairly well in that department, while your keep chugging at max. Ivan, The 
Champ, has failed the Challenge on several occations. The one | saw was 
with the greased phone book. His first modification was to rip the greased 
covers off, but every time he threw it into the air, it came down all spread 
out and he was not able to grab enough pages to keep them from tearing 
out. The rule are; nothing alive, nothing bigger than a breadbox, nothing 
that has to be returned intact. They live in fear of the day someone brings 
a HUGE box with a loaf of bread in it. It’s not fair, but they know that 
the croud would insist. 


Our housewarming is December 12-14, with an emphasis on 
Saturday night for those only staying a few hours. It is a mostly open 
party, so feel free to bring friends that the group would enjoy. Ask if 
you're not sure. From the city take the Eisenhower (290) west to | 5S, there 
is a 40 cent toll at the beginning of 15. Exit at 59 and take 59 south to 
New York Avenue (big intersection), turn right (west) and procede about 
four miles to Union street. Union is the first stop light after New York 
becomes one way. Take Union street south four blocks to Fourth street, 
right turn and findiparking. Our's is the two story yellow frame house on 
the corner of Fourth Avenue and Spencer. Those who become lost, beware, 
Fourth Street is only a few blocks away. For those not coming from the 
city, use a map to determine your best method or reaching | 5 or 59. 


See you here in 30! 
yaaa (or 60) 
(or 90) 


